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ORIGINAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
OHIO. 


Steubenville, January 18, 1832. 


Dear Brotner,—Having visited those cir- 
cuits and stations, lying in Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, west of the Alleghany mountains, and 
the upper part of Ohio, I will now trouble you 
with a few lines in relation to the state of our 
affairs. 

The circuits and stations, in these parts, so 
far as I am able to judge, are well supplied this 
year, with faithful and valuable labourers. In 
Pittsburg, Rev. R.C. Hatton is the superin- 


tendent; he is greatly beloved by the people of 
his charge, and seems to bid fair for extensive 
usefulness in that station. About 30 members 
have been added since conference—about 15 of 
them joined at the time of their quarterly meet- 
ing at Christmas; and, in my opinion, their pros- 
pects were never better than they are at pre- 
sent. BrotherShinn will be on to assist brother 
Hatton in the labours of his charge, in the 
spring, if all goes well, I presume. 

nion circuit prospers under the ministerial 
culture of brothers Scott and Marshall, who are 
both greatly beloved by the brethren and citizens; | 
because they are both abundant in labours, very 
pious, and successful. Upwards of 70 mem- 
bers have been received into the church on that 
circuit since Conference; and the cause of reli- 
gion and religious liberty, have extensive popu- 
laritv just at this time, in that region, and are 
marching on, [ hope, to a glorious victory.— 
Well, let them march on, in the name of the 
Lord, and let every good man say, amen. 

Monongahela circuit has some prosperity too. 
Brothers Wilson and Thrap, appointed by the 
conference to labour on that circuit, are both 
persevering, good men; and in several parts of 
their work, have something of a revival. How 
many have been added, since they entered upon. 
the duties of their charge, [ am not now able 
to say; but they have, to my certain knowledge. 
received some. 

On Hacker’s Creek circuit, brothers Gibbons 
and Mitchell do not labour in vain. Their quar- 
terly meeting was valuable for its reviving in- 
fluence among the members. Some sinners 
were awakened, and a letter from brother Gib- 
bons states their prospects to be encouraging— 
they have some increase of membership. 


Youngstown circuit is doing well under the 
superintendence of brother Reeves. Sister 
Reeves also preaches, and they are both valua® 
ble labourers in the vineyard of the Lord. On 
last Saturday and Sunday week, I was with them 
at a two days’ meeting in New Lisbon. 
was an interesting meeting, seven members 
joined the church, and the citizens gave us a 
liberal subscription for the purpose of erecting 
a meeting house in that place. The community 
at large in Lisbon and its vicinity, are favorable 
to reform, with a very few exceptions. When 
our brethren there get a house of worship, in 


my opinion, they will succeed very well. In| 


other parts of that circuit, success attends the 
Methodist Protestant standard. In Beaver a 
society of 14 members was organized just be- 
fore our conference, all good materials. On 
last Friday night, I organized another society of 
10 members at Liverpool, still farther down the 
Ohio. 

On Qhio circuit, good is doing under the 
ministrations of brother John Clarke, to some 
extent—opposition, however, is very considera- 
ble—but our liberal principles are powerful and 
inust prevail in proportion as they are under- 
stood by the people. Who that understands 
Christian liberty, can look upon it with hatred? 
Surely such creatures are not numerous—at least 
for the honour of human nature, I hope they 
are not. 

In this station, brother Woodward is well re- 
ceived by the community in general, and the 
prospects were never more flattering than at 
present. Our Steubenville brethren deserve 
praise for having erected such a delightful mneet- 
ing.house. I hope God may honour the word 
of his grace in their house, by the conversion 
of many precious souls, and by manifes@g his 
gracious presence among his people at all times. 

From this place I go to Wheeling—I have 
already paid them a visit, and made the neces- 
sary arrangements for the organization of a so- 
ciety. Already a class of about twenty mem- 
bers does exist in Wheeling, composed princi- 
pally of those who were once members of the 
Methodist P. Church in other places. I am 
told their prayer and class meetings are very 
lively; and that a number of sinners have been 
converted at their meetings. ‘T'wo thirds of the 
whole number of the old stock hitherto, liave 
been called reformers in principle. We will now 
give them an opportunity to be reformers indeed, 
and not in word only, deceiving themselves— 
who else can such deceive? We are rising, and 
will rise, in this region, let cowardly reformers 
do as they may, for God will help us. Yea, 
blessed be his name, he has already helped us. 

Yours truly, GEO. BROWN. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VERMONT. 


Hinesburg, January 14, 1832. 


Dear Broturer,—The cause of religious 
liberty is gaining a little in Vermont. There 
have been some accessions to our societies, and 
some new societies formed in the northern pari 
of our district since I last wrote. One in St. 
Albans, one at Waterbury, one in Worster, one 
in Chittenden, and a small one in Colchester; 
and another in Ferrisburg. The prospect is 
good for forming a number more soon. Two 
preachers from the M. E. Church have recently 
joined us; and another is expected shortly. 

I have not heard the purticulars from the 
southern section of our district. The good 
Lord owns, I think, our infant cause, and, if 
faithful, we shall prasper. Yours, &c. 

DANIEL NORTON, 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


— 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


HERESIES AND SCHISMS, 


PART TI. 


The Catholic Telegraph, speaking of reform- 
ers, says, ‘“‘see how they have degraded the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ, by making it the sport of 
every opinion—all split and torn among them- 
selves; left without a guide, the various sects 
exhibit to the world a confusion similar to that 
of Babel. May the Lord preserve men from 
falling into this dismal abyss, and enable those 
who perceive themselves going down the preci- 
pice, to regain the solid ground of faith, and 
clasp around the pillar of truth.” ; 

As this is the favourite and distinguishing ar- 
oument of the church of Rome, on which she 
delights to dwell, and to exhibit in the front — 
rank of all her objections against us, it may be 
useful to examine the subject with care and de- 
liberation. ‘This is the more necessary, because ~ 
deists, and other opposers of various orders, of- 
ten resort to the same weapon, with which to de- 
fend their impiety, and to disparage the chris- 
tianreligion. The deist urges this circumstance 
as an argument against christianity, the Catho- 
lic urges it as an argument against Protestant- 
ism, and the libertine, as an excuse for his en- 
tirely neglecting the service of his Creator. 


The objection can be poet retorted upon 
those who use it, and therefore it concludes 
nothing against us, but that which it concludes 
equally against themselves. Infidels are as 
much divided in opinion, as christians are. 
Some of them believe there is no God; others, 
that there is one. Some of them believe that 
God governs the world; others, that he does not 
concern himself with our «ffairs. Some believe 
the human soul is morta’; others, that it is 
immortal. Some believe death is an eternal 
sleep; others expect happiness beyond this life. 
Some believe man will be rewarded and punish- 
ed in a future state, according to character; 
others, that all will fare alike, without any judi- 
cial distincting, Will any man say, difference 
of opiniod among christians, preves the christian 
religion False? he might as well say, difference 
ofoptaign among deists, proves it to be true. 

‘The objection can be retorted upon our Cath- 
alic biethren also. ‘Their church and the Greek 
church separated into two parties, long before 
che reformation by Luther. Do they reply, that 
their own church is not divided within herself? 
And is the Greek church. any more divided? 
Will the Catholic church say, she 1s not respon- 
sible for the division? And cannot the Greek 
church say she is not responsible for it? The 
church of England can urge with equat confi- 
dence that she is not divided within herself; so 
can the Methodist Episco al Church, and sever- 
al others. But the Church of England, says the 
Catholic objector, has produced a brood of new 
sects, that have separated fromher. Very true; 
and was not she herself produced by the church 
of Rome, from whom she and her brood of secta 
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originally sprung? What shadow of an argu- 
ment can be produced, to prove the mother 
ilty, on account of the sects proceeding from 
er, which will not equally involve the grand- 
mother in her guilt? Will the church of Rome 
insist, that the Greek church and the church of 
England had no right to separate from her? 
So may the church of England, with equal pro- 
priety insist, that the Methodist churches had 
no right to separate from her. In all cases of 
the kind, the amount of blame is to be ascer- 
tained, by comparing the conduct of the mother 
church, on the one hand, with that of the sece- 
ders, on the other; and there is no possible way 
for the church of Rome to free herself from the 
responsibility of producing the multiplicity of 
sects in christendom, unless she can prove that 
her official conduct never gave any body of peo- 
pe just reason to separate from her communion. 
ow does she attempt to prove this? By as- 
suming, that she had an absolute right to exer- 
cise her official administration in any manner 
she pleased, and that, consequently, let her con- 
duct be what it might, we were all bound to 
submit to her authority, to the end of the world. 
It is on this ground, and this aloue, that she at- 
tempts to throw all the responsibility of dividing 
the christian world upon the reformers. This, 
it is presumed, no Roman Catholic will deny; 
for if they give up this claim, they at once own 
their responsibility, as a church; and conse- 
quently, it remains to be decided by the evi- 
dence of facts, whether the conduct of the Ro- 
mish church, or that of Luther and his friends, 
was the more culpable, at the time of the refor- 
mation. ‘This inquiry they are not willing to 
enter into; because they wantit taken for grant- 
ed, before hand, that there was no possibility, 
that their official conduct, be it what it might, 
could give any title of right, either to the Greek 
church, to the Lutheran church, or to the church 


of England, to separate from the authority and 
communion of Rome. 


Now, if the above assumption be admiited, it 
will follow, either that the church of Rome, in 
her official capacity, had a right to do wrong, to 
any extent she pleased, and that al] people were 
obliged to submit to her wrongs; or that it was 
impossible for her to do any thing amiss. The 
latter she accordingly claims, on the ground 


that the Deity is pledged to make her official 
decisions infallible, and of course, that there 


can be no possible wrong in any part of them. 
This one assumption is the main “pillar,” on 
which is founded that amazing fabric, which has 
extended over all the nations of christeadom! 
If we doubt its truth, they at once tell us we 
are “left withouta guide.” Butis not God able 
to guide all who put their trust in him? He 
knows who they are, and he says they shall never 
be confounded. 1s he not infallible? O yes, say 
our objectors, but you are liable to mistake the 
voice of God. And are we noi liable to mistake 
the voice of the church of Rome also? Is she 
more infallible than God, or can she speak more 
plainly and intelligibly than He? 

They tell us we cannot understand the scrip- 
tures, till those scriptures ave explained by the 
church: but how cap we any better understand 
the expositions of the church? Her expositions 
must be put into words, as well as the scriptures 
themselves; and is it true, that she has a better 
use of language, and can make it more easily 
understood, than the Great Father of the spirits 
of all flesh? If he is unable to make himself 
understood, till his comimuniecations be explain- 
ed by the church, it follows, first, that without 
her intervention, he could have no authority to 


demand any thing of us, seeing his communica- 
tions could not and of course, 
could lay us under no obligation. Consequent- 
ly, God is dependent on the church, for authort- 
ty to enforce his own laws. It follows, second- 
ly, that the church enables God to do, what he 
otherwise could not do: namely, to make his in- 
structions intelligible to mankind. Such are 
‘the awful presumptions of popery! and yet the 
authors of these presumptions, seem thoroughly 
disposed to damn the whole world, unless they 
submit to them! 


Again: the above assumption tends to promote 


sects, even if they were multiplied one hundred 
fold more than they are. Look at Roman Catholic 
countries: see the foolish ceremonies—holy wa- 
ter, anointing with oil, kneeling to pictures, 
kissing crucifixes, adoring relics, counting beads, 
crossing the breast and forehead, carrying can- 
dies, walking procession, worshiping the 
host! Add to this, drunkards, profaiie swear- 
ers, adulterers, and other sinners confessing to 
a priest, obtaining a cheap absolution, and then 
going forth to repeat their crimes!—These things 
are facts, and they are deplorably calculated to 
make deists of half the world, and superstitious 
self-deceivers of the other. They are calculated 
to banish the christian religion from the earth, 
to destroy liberty, obligation, and personal re- 
sponsibility; to exclude the authority of the 
Lord Jesus from the world which he has redeem- 
ed; to envelope it in a superstition dark as pa- 
ganism; and to people the dismal regions of 
hell, with Adam’s infatuated race. Men are 
made deists by the system of popery; and after- 
wards they support the system, to promote their 


infidelity. PROTESTANT. 
Ohio, January, 1832. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
SPECULATOR, No. 2. 


Mr. Epitror,—In Jooking over some papers 
I had carried in my pockets for some months, I 
found one which might, with little alteration, 
form a tolerable skeleton for a speech, in a pro- 
per place and at a proper time. Possibly it 
might be of some service to an inexperienced 
orator in the next General Conference of the 
Methodist KE. Church. This paper I submit for 


consideration to those who are not easily of- 
fended. 


OUTLINES OF A SPEECH=——-NOT YET DELIVERED. 


Ist Object—-To prove, That the Government of 
the Methodist E. Church is anti-scriptural. 1. 
Obviate a common objection to the examination 
of this subject, because the Scriptures do not 
prescribe forms of government either ecclesias- 
tical or civil. This is wholly unimportant; for, 
the Scriptures of the New Testament do pre- 
scribe, if not the forms of government, the prin- 
ciples of government, in church, in state, and 
in all the conditions and relations of man, as a 
social, civilized being. Prove this:—by the 
doctrines of natural equality; of individual re- 
sponsibility; of the equal duty and power of al- 
legiance to the Redeemer; and by other revealed 
doctrines. Now, any forms, any principles, 
any usages, of any government, interfering with 
these principles, are unscriptural. The govern- 
ment of the Methodist E. Church interferes 
with the first, by rejecting all participation by 
the lay-members in their own government, as- 
suming a divine right on the part of the travel- 
ling preachers to govern the laity without their 
consent! How does this doctrine of divine 


right, look in the presence of GOD’S declaration 


infidelity, more than all the multiplication of 


of natural equality? The government of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church interferes with in- 
dividual responsibility by cutting off from its 
fellowship, adherents to scriptural doctrines, un- 
less they submit without much complaining, to 
a form of government which their consciences 
cannot tolerate. The Methodist E. Church, by 
thus interfering with these scriptural principles, 
becomes obnoxious to the very true and solemn 
charge of perpetuating an anti-scriptural form 
of church government, and exhibiting a danger- 
ous example to the civil ruler. One evil of this 
is—creating prejudice against true doctrines by 
causing associations of ideas, contrary to the 
professions of that church. For, by so much 
as the unconverted believe the Methodist E. 
Church government to be in accordance with 
christianity, and by as much as they are con- 
vinced that men are naturally entitled to equal 
rights, by so much will they be prejudiced 
against Christianity. Insist at large upon the 
dreadfully fatal evils of this identification, and 
press the consideration home upon the con- 
sciences of the Bishops and the Elders. Mem. 
To take notes of replies, should any bishop or 
elder attempt to gainsay. And if they wont 
understand my previous arguments, then to 
show them how they are preventing thousands 
from gratifying their desire to unite with a 
church holding other true doctrines, and thus 
not only weakening the influence of truth, but 
in fact, repelling thousands from the church. 
Will they not understand this? That the itimer- 
ancy is defeating itself! 


2d Object.—Inexpediency of the Methodist E. 
Church government intheseUnited States. 1. All 
our civil institutions are based upon the repre- 
sentative principle, both in the General, and in 
the State governments. ‘This principle is like- 
wise recognised in ail our associations—/iferary, 
scientific, &c. It is especially recognised by all 
other Protestant Churches. Mem. By not re- 
cognising the same principle, the Methodist E. 
Church divides the interests of Protestantism. 
Mem. Again, and indeed prepares men’s minds 
for the government of St. Peter’s successor. 
(To say this last, if I should not be afraid.) ‘To 
insist with all earnestness upon the fact of each 
bishop, and each elder, having been trained up 
in the possession of all the civil b'essings secur- 
ed by the representative principle. Jem. They 
wont deny this. ‘Their minds understand the 
justness and value of this civil principle, asd 
each of their hearts loves it exceedingly. Mem. 
Bui, suppose some one should deny that he so 
understands and so loves? ‘Then not to say a 
word more to such a one. Address others— 
Now is it not inexpedient—nay, is it not outra- 
veous, that in the midst of the ten thousand 
blessed operations of this representative princi- 
ple, there should exist a government —a church 
government—founded upon the most opposite 
and adverse principles—principles absolutely at 
open war with the representative principle—in- 
ducing a state of thought and feeling tending 
to its disparagement, if notits abolition? Mem. 
But, if the governors object, and assert that the 
people choose to be so governed—I shall great- 
ly wonder not to find them ashamed to exhibit 
to the world—to their countrymen and kins- 
folk, and even to myself, their shameless love of 
power. What! Establish a despotic govern- 
ment; and nothing less than its perpetuation 
will serve their ends! I shall tremble to pro- 


ceed, proving, that this despotism over mind is 
not to be perpetuated because it is abstract 
right—for this they wontadmit. Mem. Not to 


trust myself here—I shall be called to order. 
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Are they not ashamed to be called freemen— 
to be represented in the civil governments as 
freemen, and yet evince so strong a love of 
power, as to uphold and fight for a despotic 
church government, at war in all its principles 
and practices with church representation!! and 
plead in excuse, the voluntary submission of 
the people. Mem. I shall be tempted, 1 am 
sure I shall be tempted to say—Such a govern- 
ment is not only inexpedient, it is a STANDING IN- 
SULT TO AMERICAN FEELING. 


3d Object —If the Methodist E. Church gov- 
ernment be anti-scriptural, and uncongenial to 
our civil institutions, let it be reformed. If this 
cannot be done, let it be forsaken. 

1. If wnseriptural—who dare support it? 

2. If tnexpedient—-who can support it? 


Advantages of forsaking it. 
1. Weakening a bad government. 
2. Encouraging a good government. 


Close with a retrospective, and a prospective 
view of the prosperity of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church. Mem. I dare not invite to its 
communion. fintend, however, to show that 
its government and its doctrine are both scrip- 
tural and expedient—and that it is, throughout, 
co-operative, and not collisive—prepossessive to 
the gospel, not prejudicial—inspiring mutual 
confidence, instead of cowardice and distrust. 
Mem. Intend to enlarge on the advantages of 
mutual confidence and respect between preach- 
ers and people—and conclude by some thoughts 
on the present and future advantages of effects 
produced by united scriptural exertion. 

Jan. 1832. MEMORANDA. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
UNION OF EFFORT. 

Mr. Editor,—How little is this subject at- 
tended to in the Church! For the want of it, 
how much barrenness and leanness have ensued! 
How much might be accomplished in the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, by union of effort. 
This church is divided into probationers, fu! 
members, class leaders, stewards, trustees, ex- 
horters, itinerant and unstationed licensed 
preachers, itinerant and unstationed deacons, 
itinerant and unstationed elders, and presidents 
of Annual Conferences. Suppose that a union 
of effort could be effected, and zealously put 
forth, by the whole of the foregoing. Suppose 


that the churches snould be solemnly convoked 


and that all would attend—and that the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, or, in his absence, one 
of the most influential ministers, or members, 
should rise in his place, and propose to all the 
membership, to unite solemnly with all the of- 
ficers of the church, and the officers invited so- 
lemnly to unite with all the members, and cove- 
nant anew to live more closely to God, and to 
labour more zealously, for the salvation of souls; 
and pledge themselves to each other, that they 
will not rest until they see and feel, the goings 
forth of the Lord, in their respective congre- 
gations. Would not blessed results follow? 

As matters now stand, in some places, it 
would seem that the stationed preacher 
pauses In doing what is really his duty, lest he 
might be thought to trespass on the rights and 
privileges of the unstationed ministers, and other 
official brethren—hence arises his timidity.— 
Again, the unstationed ministers hesitate to 
go forward, boldly, in the fear of God, and to 
appear in front of the people, lest it might be 
thought, that they arrogated to themselves ex- 
clusive prerogatives, Over their brethren in 
the stationed department—and then, licensed 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


preachers, and exhorters, decline a proper ac- 
tivity, because older preachers are present— 
and then stewarts and leaders, trustees and ex- 
horters seem to consider, that every thing ought 
to pe done, in relation to the edification of the 
church, by those who preach or exhort. Thus. 
the cause of our glorious Christ is neglected, anc 
sinners are left in darkness, because there is a 
strife, not for pre-eminence, but who shall take 
the least part in the devotional exercises. 

Will not the blood of hundreds and thousands 
of the finally unconverted, be found on tae skirts } 
of many preachers, and other officers and mem- 
bers of the church, in that day when the jndge 
of all men shall descend with’great glory, to 
award to each, and to all, according to their 
works? Will it not then be found, that many 
shall be shut out into outer darkness, because 
they have not manifested a becoming and per- 
severing zeal for God, and the salvation of souls; 
because they conferred with flesh and blood, and 
were awed by the fear of man, which bronght 
them into a snare, and which, it is to be feared, 
will cause them to hear, in substance, ‘‘illy done, 
thou faithless servant, thou hast been faithless in 
my cause, and my church, and to sinners; go 
into outer darkness, where there shall be weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.’ On 
the contrary, suppose that all ministers, and 
other officers, with the members, should unite 
in, and preserve and perpetuate, a holy union 
of effort—in godlily living, in zealously labour- 
ing for the cause of Christ, and the salvation of 
souls—might we not expect a revival, (as is 
supposed by a certain religious periodical,) 
which should continue for 365 days in the year, 
and every year thereafter, until the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of God, 
and of our Christ. 

And now, brethren, what shall be said more 
than to urge this open and efficient union of 
effort, on every one in the church—from the 
most elevated in office, to the most obscure and 
humble member. We beseech all, by the want- 
ed prosperity of the church, by the value of pre- 
cious immortal souls: and by the high rewards 
of eternity, which shall be conferred on those, 
who shall be found in union of affection, la- 
bouring together ardently for the souls, for 
whom Jesus died, and for the general outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit on the souls of professors 
generally; to attend forthwith to this very im- 
portant, and deeply interesting subject. 


FLETCHER. 


METHODIGT BISHOPS. 


Who created the first Methodist Bishops? 
Coke and Asbury. Reader, start not when we 
tell you they were self-constituled. Mr. Wesley 
set them apart as ‘Superintendents,’ but they 
thought the word ‘‘Bishop” more appropriate. 
The Rev. Jesse Lee, in his history of Metho- 
dism, a book published under the direction of 
the Book Agents and sent forth under the au- 
thority aiid auspices of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, tells us:—In the course of this year 
(1787) Mr. Asbury reprinted the general mi- 
nutes, but in a different form from what they were 
before The title of this pamphlet was as fol- 
lows:— 

“A form of Discipline for the Ministers, 
Preachers and Members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in America, considered and ap- 
proved at a Conference held at Baltimore,in the 
state of Maryland, on Monday, the 27th day of 
December, 1784,—in which the Rev. Thomas 
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sided. Arranged under proper heads, and 
methodized in a more acceptable manner.” — 
“This,”’ says Mr. Lee, ‘‘was the first time that 
our superintendents gave themselves the title of 
bishops in the minutes. They changed the title 
themselves without the consent of the conference; 
and at the next conference, they asked the 
preachers if the word bishop might stand in the 
minutes, seeing that it was a scriptural name, 
and its meaning the same with that of superin- 
tendent. Some of the preachers opposed the 
alteration and wished to retain the former title, 
but a majority of the preachers agreed to let 
the word bishop remain.’ —Lee’s history of Meth. 


DEVOTIONAL. 


INWARD PEACE, 


‘Peace [leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you.’ John, xiv. 27. All men seek peace, but 
they seek it where it is not to be found; they 
seek it in the world, which. is ever promising, 
but can never give us a solid peace: that is the 
gift of Christ alone, who reconciles man to him- 
self, subdues the passions, sets bounds to the 
desires, inspires the hopes of eternal bliss, and 
gives the joy of the Holy Ghost; such a joy as 
persists in the midst of sufferings, and, flowing 
from an inexhaustible source; becomes a_per- 
petual spring of delight, which the world can- 
not interrupt nor diminish. ‘True peace is not 
to be found but in the possession of God; and 
the possession of God cannot be obtained but 
by faith and obedience: remove all forbidden 
objects; renounce all unlawful desires; cast off 
all earthly care and anxiety: desire only God; 
seek only God: and then you shail have peace, 
such a peace as the world shall not be able to 
disturb. For what can disturb you? Is it po- 
verty, disgrace, disappointments, outward or in- 
ward crosses? You shall see all these in the 
hand of God, as real favours, which he vouch- 
safes to give you a share in. Then the world 
will have a new appearance to you, and your 
peace will prove inviolable.—Fenelon. 


DEVOTIONAL SCRIPTURE READING. 


Let not any one day pass over your head 
without some portion of Scripture being brought 
distinctly to your view. ‘he exercise will in- 
terfere with none of your earthiy duties, but will 
help you in the perfqrmance of them all; wiil 
smooth whatever there be of ruggedness in 
your way; will strengthen you in the hour of 
temptation, and comfort you in perplexity and 
trouble. Many an encouraging promise, and 
many an enlivening assurance will recur to your 
memory, and ‘‘a word in season, how good is 
it!’’ examples of suffering and patience, of striv- 
ing and perseverance, of warfare and triumph, 
will kindle in your breast an emulous ardor, and 
you will say—by tie help of the Lorp, I will 
“oo and do likewise.” ‘thus will the Bible be 
a never-failing source of strength and consola- 
tion all the day long: as the waters which flow- 
ed from the flinty rock accompanied and re- 
freshed the Israelites in their journey through 
the wilderness, so will your spiritual musings, 
suggested by the very hardships and troubles of 
life, be a perpetual stream of refreshment to 
your souls, even “in a dry and thirsty land, 
where no water is.” 

And, by this means, your souls will be pre- 
pared and trained for a happier communion with 
the Saviour in another world, where all the deal- 


Coke, L.L.D. and the Rev. Francis Asbury pre- 


ings of his providente; and all the wonders ‘of 
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his grace, will be more fully and gloriously seen. 
And if the heart of the Christian now burn with- 
in him, at the contemplation of heavenly truth, 
and redeeming love,—now in his frail tenement 
of clay,—how unspeakable will be his delight 
when these things are revealed to his pure 
spirit, in the realms of perfection and bliss.— 
Then shall he know more of ‘“‘the love of 
Curist, which passeth knowledge;” then will 
he see more of ‘‘the length, and breadth, and 
depth, and height,” of the mystery of mercy; 
he will see Gop “face to face,’ and ‘know 
even as he is known.’’—S.LADE. 


PRACTICAL RELIGION 


. Practical religion confers upon its possessor 
a glorious triumph amidst the sorrows of life. 
Suppose poverty come with its train of calami- 
ties; or suppose detraction point its barbed ar- 
rows against a blameless character; or suppose 
bereavement cast a withering shade upon the 
best earthly hcpes and joys; disease, which mocks 
the highest efforts both of friendship and of skill, 
impress itself upon the countenance and make 
its lodgment in the very seat of life,—or sup- 
pose, if you please, that this whole tribe of evils 
come marching in fearful array to assail an in- 
dividual at once, I am sure that I do not say too 
much for practical religion, when I declare to 
you, that it will enable its possessor to meet 
them all in serenity and triumph. Oh! when 
I have stood amidst such scenes, and wit 
nessed the sweet aspirations of hope, and seen 
the bright beams of joy irradiate the counten- 
ance over which sorrow had thrown her deepest 
shades, just as the bow casts its brilliant hues 
upon the dark cloud in the going down of the 
sun, [ have looked upon religion as a bright an- 
gel come down from heaven to exercise a sover- 
eign influence over human calamity; and if | 
have formed a wish, or offered a prayer in respect 
to you at such a moment, it has been that this 
good angel may be your constant attendant 
through this vale of tears.—Dr. Sprague. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


Four the Methodist Pretestant. 


EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 


Mr. Editor,—The framers of our excellent | 
constitution have very judiciously made provi: | 
sion for the proper instruction of youth; and it| 
should be regarded as a matter of great impor- 
tance to us, as a church, in view of the effec- 
‘tual establishment of our principles, as also to 
dispose the juvenile mind to embrace the rell- 
gion of Jesus, that we attend strictly to the 
moral and religious instruction of the youth of 
our country. Do not, for a moment, under 
stand me to intimate that [| would have them 
taught our creed, or that of any other church; far 
be such a thing from me. While upon this 
part of my subject [ would remark, that [ sin- 
cerely hope the day will come, when nothing 
bearing the character of a sectarian catechism, or 
doctrinal tract, will ever be introduced into any 
association where moral and religions sciences 
are taught. God, whose immutable laws should 
ever be observed with the greatest scrutiny, de- 
signed, in creating man, that his mind, immortal 
as it is, should be as free and as untrammelled 
as the air which he breathes; and itis, therefore, 
evidently a flagrant violation of the laws of 
conscience, and an insult to the understandings 
even of children, for any sect of christians to 


that they may be induced to embrace their pe- 
culiar tenets. What I wish is, that we teach 
the youth of our land the principles and precepts 
of christianity, as contained in the Bible; leav- 
ing their minds free to choose, in other respects, 


to the grave be rendered by the consoling re- 
flection, that he had chosen the better part, and 
had “remembered his Creator in the days of his 
youth.” | VERNON. 
Abingdon, Va. Jan. 7th, 1832. 


for themselves. With this view of the subject, | 
have laboured with particular reference, to 
“bringing up children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord.’”’ Happy experience taught 
me, at an early period of life, how to appreciate 
such knowledge; and I am induced to believe 
that the effects thereof, in few instances, never 
become entirely obliterated from the memory, 
after suitable impressions have been made 
thereon. 


On new year’s day, I preached for the benefit 
of the children of this place. After they were 
dismissed from their Sabbath Schools, it was 
more than pleasing to see the anxiety manifest- 
ed by them, and the eagerness with which they 
pressed to the house of worship. One of the 
children presented me a hymn which he request- 
ed the congregation should sing. It was really 
heart-cheering to hear their sweet voices attuned 
to the high praises of their Maker. I addressed 
them from Eccl: 12, 1. ‘‘Remember now thy 
creator in the days of thy youth.’’ Greater at- 
tention, I believe, I never witnessed in any as- 
sembly. In pointing out the superior advan- 
tages of early piety, a number seemed deeply 
affected; and I have every reason for believing 
that there were several present who were dispos- 
ed to profit thereby. On conversing with sev- 
eral of the children since that time, I have been 
much delighted with their having treasured up 
so many of the truths delivered: the text, es- 
pecially, seemed perfectly at their command. 
The thought occurred to my mind while preach- 
ing to them, as it has frequently, that [ had be- 
fore me, in part, those who were destined, un- 


der God, to be the support and glory of His 


church in time to come; and having served 
their Heavenly Father on earth, ‘‘in the beauty 


of holiness,”’ to shine with transcendent lustre 


in the church triumphant. 


The following, among the many thousands of 


such cases, will shew the effect of religious in- 


struction at an early period of life; it was relat- 


ed to me by a lady of this place: She remarked, 


that one of her children whose mind at that 


time had just become susceptible of impression, 


receivea from, if I mistake not, a relation of 


her’s several years ago, some advice relative to 
the nature and consequences of sin. This win- 
ter, his father proposed sending him, together 
with the rest of his children, to dancing school; 
to which he objected, and in reply, adverted to 
the advice given him by his relation; and he, 
with every one of the children, all quite young, 
refused to go upon the same ground, Whatan 
awful admonition to parents?”’ 


I might ask, Mr. Editor, from what a weight 
of guilt would persons of more advanced age 
relieve themselves, by becoming, in youth, the 
subjects of converting grace? When free from 
the cares and perplexities so incident to mortals 
in this world, how easy it is to render up the 
heart wholly to God, and to acquiesce in the plan 
of salvation instituted by redeming grace and 
dying love. Then, with the mind and heart 
thus early fortified by the religion of Jesus, how 
well prepared is the Christian for the ills and 
conflicts which so frequently embitter human 
life? And, after the summer of life should have 
passed away, and he should have begun to look 


try, by religious, or rather sectarian education, 


ylorward to the closing scene of his earthly pil- 


so to discipline their minds, while in youth, as! grimage; how calm and joyful would his descent 


LADIES’ DEPARTMENT. 


FEMALE PIETY. 


Personal piety constitutes the most conspi- 
cuous merit of the female mind. The vanity 
of beauty and the deceitfulness of favor are 
proverbial—so should be also the truth, that the 
woman who fears and loves the Lord shall be 
praised. The virtues are, most emphatically, 
the glory of woman, but it is requisite that this 
glory be crowned with a pious heart; not merely 
nominal piety, but that intrinsic, immutable 
piety which concentrates enduringly the attri- 
butes of the soul, and subjects the natural aliena- 
tion of the heart from holiness. The heart of 
woman, as of man, is purifled, not entirely by a 
secret process of omnipotence, but it is the re- 
sult of choice, determined by those efforts of 
comparison and reflection which induce it to 
renounce with a happy alacrity, all those vani- 
ties once held so dear. This is her conspicu- 
ous goodness. Let all her domestic virtues be 
subjected to the influence of a pious submis- 
sion to the will of a Supreme Being; let her 
personal accomplishments be intermingled with 
the indispensable requisites, resignation, faith, 
hope, charity, and humility: and how irresisti- 
bly lovely and fascinating is such a woman! 


It is a frequent subject of remark, that pious 
women not only outnumber pious men, but far 
exceed them in the uniformity and purity of 
‘their motives, and exhibit more perseverance 
when assailed by adverse obstacles and accu- 
mulated embarrassments. Woman was first in 
transgression, but her atonement is ample in 
her frank and lovely penitence, unalloyed by 
any selfish obstinacy. She ts most constant in 
her attachment, though she was the first in infi- 
delity; she was ‘‘last at his cross and first at his 
grave.’ The most ardent and unalloyed affec- 
tions, youth, beauty, and pride of life, are pious- 
ly consecrated to God, to whom are raised her 
eye and heart. 


The piety of women is that which impels to 
the careful cultivation of every becoming grace: 
which leads to an inflexible adherence to every 
noble truth, and to the assiduous fulfilment of 
every incumbent duty. Combine the intrinsic 
excellence of her sex with her native cheerful- 
ness and sweetness of disposition, tenderness, 
unwavering patience in suffering, and the holy, 
unchangeable love which has given her such a 
pre-eminent superiority over the sex. The bo- 
som of such a female is an empire of true ex- 
cellence that transcends all that can be held in 
comparison. If she be considered in a more 
brilliant guise of character, religion may still be 
seen conspicuously shining amidst the glowing 
charms of her sex—her piety has the salutary 
effect of eradicating all the faults and foibles 
incident to human nature, and rendering her 
inestimable; and when contrasted with the 
gaudy display of external accomplishments, and 
the fascinating ecstacy of fantastic dissipation, 
her glory is greatest. How much is there in 
contemplating such a woman to excite esteem 
and emulation! She is embellished and enno- 
bled with all that this world affords, as well as 
clothed in those blest habiliments of piety and 


sweetness which earth can neither bestow nor 
take away. , 


| 
— 


METHODIST PROTFE:STANT. 


87 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1832. 


The regularly increasing tide of prosperity in 
our infant church, demands our avowal of sin- 
‘cere gratitude to the Great Head of the church. 


We would respectfully suggest, that some one 


day, in the course of the present year, should be 
sacredly set apart for the more public acknow- 
ledgment of our gratitude; that in every circuit 
and station, throughout all our conferences, our 
people may meet at the same hour a'ad on the 
same day, to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
t Almighty God, for the signal favors we have 
reveived at His hand, from our organization as 
a church, to that period. It might also be made 
a covenant-renewing season,—when all should 
unite, both ministers and members, together 
with every sincere member of our numerous 
congregations. Who knows, but that such an oc- 
casion, and such an offering, would be a most 
acceptable sacrifice to our Heavenly Father? 
Who knows, but that He would send forth, in a 


glorious manner, and to a glorious extent, the 


diversity of the influences of the Holy Spirit, in 


- the awakening of sinners, the conversion of 


mourners, and in the entire renewal and sancti- 
fication of believers in Jesus.—We believe these 
consequences would follow, if with one heart we 
would all unite in such sacred employment. Is 


there one in all our Zion, who would oppose 


such a holy festival?—such a union of hearts, 
in such a holy offering? We answer; we in- 
cline to believe, there would not be a dissenting 
voice. The first conference that sits from 
this period might select a suitable day, and we 
believe the others would gladly adopt the same. 
Such a season we believe would be owned and 
honoured by the God of our mercies. 


RELIGIOUS. 


For the Methodist Protestaut. 
THE BIBLE, THE TRUE SLING AND STONE; 
Or, infidelity conquered by simplicity and truth; 
a true narrative from my sketch book. 


_In the town of P , In the state of Virgi- 
nia, there lived a gentleman who was equally 
esteemed for his honest integrity in all his trans- 
actions with his fellow men, and moral, and 
amiable disposition in ali the social relations ot 
life: but he was an infidel. It wasan infidelity, 
however, of the most passive and unoffending 
character. 

He was raised up to manhood, by parents who 
loved God, and honoured his cause; and who, 
we eannot doubt, laid up a rich inheritance for 
their son, by ~—_ offered to God for his final 
salvation. ‘They were however called to enjoy 
their eternal reward, shortly after their child 
had attained to theage of manhood. They left 


in a world filled with unri 


teousness; they 
left him subject to the snares of that adversary, 
‘who goeth about seeking whom he may devour.” 


Of his views of religion, as a subject of divine 
revelation, or in its influence u pon the happiness 
of society, we have no knowledge prior to this 
period. We may fairly conclude, that it occu- 
pied no important portion of his thoughts, nor 
gave his mind the least uneasiness about its 
truth. It was not until after the death of his 
parents, that he gave himself up to reading 
works of infidelity. He sought, and read with 
avidity, the writings of Boilingbrook, Hobbs, 
Hume, Voltaire, and last but not least, the scur- 
rilous effusions of ‘Th. Paine. 

His success in storing his mind with argu- 
ments opposed to divine revelation was fully 
equal to the diligence used in the pursuit; and 
having arrived at the absurd, and fearful conclu- 
sion that the Bible is a fable, and Jesus Christ 
an impostor, he sat down, without hope, and 
without God in the world. A _ situation in 
which according to his own testimony, he con- 
tinued in an undisturbed state of mind for Jifteen 
years. 

At an early stage ef his infidel course he be- 
came the affectionate and devoted husband of a 
lady of equal rank, both as regards property and 
mental acquirements, but who was very far his 
superior in the knowledge and practice of reli- 
gion; she too was the child of pious parents. 

or they were among the first Methodists in 
Virginia into whose house the travelling minis- 
ters were received with the warmest affection; 
and under whose roof the glad tidings of salvation 
were proclaimed by the pioneers of Methodism. 


This pair, so unequally yoked in the institution 
of marriage, became the parents of an interest- 
ing oe of children, with whom they were 
seen regularly on every Sabbath day quietly and 
orderly seated in the house of God, and as se- 
riously attending upon the ministrations of His 
word. To a superficial observer, this individual, 
whom we shall call W L , would have 
been considered a member of the church whose 
services he attended. Such, was he viewed by 
the writer of this sketch for years before an in- 
timate acquaintance discovered his mistake. 
Nor did the illusion stop here. So well had he 
succeeded in working out his own salvation, by 
diligently attending upon an oulward righteous- 
ness, that he had not only deceived himself in 
regard to his real condition, but a gentleman 
who lived near neighbour to him, being taken 
extremely ill, and fearing the consequences of 
(lying in his sins, sent for W L , to ad- 
minister spiritual instruction, and to pray for him! 

This little incident led to a discovery of 
W L——’s real sentiments, who by pry 
dent manazement, had kept them concealed from 
his nearest neighbours. < 

About this time, (1822) the Lord very gra- 
ciously visited the town with one of those de- 
lightful seasons, which we have.called revivals 
of religion. 
as well as ministers loose much of that timidity 
and backwardness in talking about religion, that 
is an invariable companion of lukewarinness. 

In such seasons of faith and prayer, of zeal 
and love, private christians who are at all sensi- 
ble of their privileges, will engage more or less, 
in comforting the mourner; pointing tne inquir- 
er to the Lamb of God, and faithfully warning 
sinners, by the way side, in the shop, at the 
counter, or wherever they meet them, to repent, 
or perish! ; 

This privilege has seldom, if ever, been used 


with more fidelity or with better auccess, than 


| lowing candid reply. 


| 


At such times, private christians} 


during this revival; so that one of the ministers 
was heard to say “some of my people are doing 
more out of doors for the conversion of sinners, 
than we are —s in the pulpit.” 


It was in one of those happy frames, when the 
writer felt, that he was not ashamed of the gos- 
pel of Christ, having, as he trusted, felt that it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, that he left his business, and set 
out in pursuit of W—— determining to 
take the ‘‘sling and the stone” ‘of Christ and 
him crucified,” and engage with the champion of 
infidelity. 

In this spirit he went to his store, and being 


seated on a bag of coffee, an hour was spent in 


heart searching conversation on the nature of 
religion—love to God and.man—of its effects, 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, pa- 
tience, temperance, &c. To all which, for some 
time, he turned a deaf ear, saying, he did not 
believe one word in the book, which we call the 
Bible; he did not believe in the man, Christ 
Jesus, that in opposition to all these he was well 
fortified with arguments. 

| With his arguments we wished to have noth- 
ing to do; the subject was intended to be practi- 
cal. The following questions were asked with 
deep earnestness:—If there be such a principle 
as religion, do you wish to possess it? If the 
Bible be true, do you wish to — it? If Christ 
be able to save you from your sins, do you wish 
to feel it? ‘To these questions he made the fol- 
I do not believe in these 
things; but I may possibly be in an error; if so, 
should be glad to know the truth;—fruth is my 
object. 

‘He then consented to use for a short time any 
simple means which might be thought efficacious. 
The following instructions were given verbatim; 
read the New Testament on your knees, and 
pray to God if that be his word to enable you to 
believe it: if religion be true, let you possess it. 
If Christ be able and willing to save, to let you 
know it; by the following evidence:—His love 
shed abroad in your heart, by the Holy Ghost 
sent down from Heaven; by a peace which pass- 
eth all human understanding: by a joy which is © 
unspeakable and full of glory: by enabling you 
to cry Abba, Father: by His spirit witnessing with 
yours, that you are his child. In fourteen days 
he wus a rejoicing believer in Christ! He now 
vlories in nothing, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; he now rejoices in Christ Jesus, 
and has no confidence in the flesh; and with 
Paul can say, yea doubtless, and [ count all 
things but loss fur the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord: that [ may be 
found in him, not having mine own righteous, 
which is of the law, but that which is éhrough 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith: and be able to comprehend with 
all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, and be filled 
with all the fulness of God. . 

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto 
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, 
throughout + eo world without end. Amen! 

NATHANIEL, 


DISSOLUTION OF KATURE. 


Does the spirit die? Do the best affections of 
the soul go down into the dark and silent grave? 
Oh no. The narrow house, and pall, the breath- 
less darkness, and funeral train—these belon 


not to the soul. They proclaim only the body’s 


2 
is 
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dissolution. They but celebrate the vanishing: 


vaway of the shadow of existence. Man does 
not die, though the forms of pupular speech thus 
announce his exit. He does notdie. We bury, 
not our friend, but only the form, the vehicle in 
which for a time our friend lived. ‘That cold, 
impassive clay is not the friend, the parent, the 
child, the companion, the cherished being. No, 
it is not; blessed be God that we can say—it is 
not! It is the material world only that earth 
claims. Itis the dust only that descends to 
dust. The grave!—let us break its awful spell, 
its dread dominion. It is the place where man 
lays down his weakness, his infirmity, his cis- 
eases and sorrows, that he may rise up toa new 
and glorious !ife. It is the place where man 
ceases—in all that is fratl and decaying— 
ceases to be man, that he may be, in glory and 
blessedness, an angel of light! 

Why then should we fear death, save as the 
wicked fear and must fear it? Why dread to 
Jay down this frail body in its resting place, 
and this weary, aching head on the pillow of 
its repose? Why tremble at this,—that in the 
long sleep of the tomb, the body shall suffer 
disease no more, and pain no more, and hear no 
more the cries of want nor the groans of distress 
—and far retired from the turmoil of life, that 
violence and change shal! pass lightly over it, 
and the elements shall beat and the storm sigh 
unheard around its lowly bed? Say, ye aged 
and infirm! is it the greatest of evils to diet 
Say, ye children of care and toil! say, afflicted 
and tempted! is it the greatest of evils to die? 

Oh no. Come. the last hour in God’s own 
time!—and a good life and a glorious hope shall 
make it welcome, Come the hour of release!— 
and affliction shall make it welcome. Come the 
hour of re-union with the loved and lost on 
earth!—and the passionate yearnings of affection 
and the strong aspirations of faith shall bear us 
to their blessed land. Come death to this body 
—this burdened, tempted, frail, failing, dyin 
body!—and to the soul come freedom, light and 
joy unceasing! come the immortal life!--*He 
that liveth”—said the Conqueror over the devil 


—‘“‘he that liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die.”’ 


THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE. 


‘Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast.” —Heb. vi. 19. 


Nothing is more painful or dangerous than un- 
certainty, while the distress and danger in- 
crease, as they affect objects of greater moment. 
Nor can aught be compared in importance to a 
knowledge of the duties and destinies of the 
immortal! part of our being. Of this knowledge 
man has always been in measure ignorant, 
when left decisively to reason, on account of 
wilful transgressions and his love of sin 

Soon after his creation, he departed from the 
living God, and the wrath of Heaven swept him 
from the earth. Untaught by the repeated man- 
ifestations of Jehovah in his displeasure towards 
iniquity, he again forsook his Maker, till, asa 
just punishment for his wickedness, he was 
Ever up to his own ignorance and hardness of 

eart. Thus, not only a spirit of love to the 
Most lligh, but even a knowledge of their Cre- 
ator, was far from the sons of men, and they 
soon became buried in the loathsomeness of su- 
perstition and vice. And if mercy had not been 
the peculiar attribute of Him who formed the 
heavens, the whole race of human beings would 
to this time have presented one deplorable scene 
of idolatry and ignorance. | 


It is true, that even among the heathens some 
degree of information respecting truth prevail- 
ed, though it was often greatly disfigured with 
error. By contemplation and reason, heathen 
philosophers premised many opinions respecting 
the nature of the soul, which shew that reason 
is not so much opposed to revelation on such 
subjects, as modern sceptics aver. Herodotus, 
in his Euterpe, tells us, that the Egyptians held 
“that the soul of man was immortal.” And Ta- 
citus, in his history of the Jews, book v. writes, 
‘They buried rather than burnt their bodies, at- 
ter the manner of the Egyptians; they having the 
same regard and persuasion concerning the 
dead.” ‘This was received as a truth by Plato 
and other philosophers. Neither was_ there 
wanting a conviction that a day of retribution 
would come, at the end of all things, when the 
good and the wicked would be rewarded or pun- 
ished according to their actions in this world. 
We find this conviction expressed in the writ- 
ings of most of the ancients, who justly conclud- 
ed that it was at once a powertul incentive to 
virtue, and a restraint on vice. 


Whatever philosophers advanced on the na- 


ture of the soul, its future state, and the attri- 


butes of the Deity, they could not but reflect 
that they were mere points of speculation. No 
one could admit those as certain truths, which 
nought but revelation could seal. 
trous ceremonies of priests might awe the mincs 
of the vulgar, and in some cases restrain from 
the cominission of sin, but they were not power- 
ful incitements to virtue. Hence the tear of 
punishment seldom extended farther than hu- 
man laws or probabilities; and in the perplexities 
of ignorance, a certain enjoyment was preferred 
to resting upon the doubtful truths of a future 
day of retribution. ‘The knowledge of God and 
the duty of man, as unfolded by reason, were 
too feeble to hold out any assurance of safety or 
peace; and death was always terrible to him 


g} who knew not by what means eternal happiness 


could be procured. ‘Ihere was a hope wanting, 
which could guide him into tne paths of virtue. 
and soothe his last hours with the prospect of 
bliss that should last for ever. 


This hope has, however, been revealed to man, 
The naiure of his being has been described, the 
attributes of his Maker unfolded, a correct dis. 
tinction drawn between virtue and vice, the way 
of redemption and salvation pointed out, and 
the future state of the wicked and just, distinct- 
ly delineated. Such revealed truths as these, 
are indeed an anchor to that soul, which was 
driven to and fro by the perplexities of ignor- 
ance and speculation. In the midst of distress 
and uncertainty the message of hope unfolds, on 
its immoveable basis, the prospect of eternal 
happiness; a hope which, cespising the -pagean- 
try and folly of this world, aspires above those 
objects of sense which lead man to temptation 
and sin. For, with Cowper, we may exclainm— 

“Hope, with uplifted foot set free from earth, 

Pants for the place of her ethereal birth; 

On steady wings sails through the immense abyss, 

Plucks amaranthine joys from powers of bliss, 


And crowns the soul, while yet a mourner here, 
With wreaths like those triumphant spirits wear.” 


But it is possible, as experience testifies, that 
the mind may receive a knowledge of those truths 
given to man by revelation, and yet neglect to 
secure that hope which the scriptures point out. 
Hope is the anchor of the soul, but it must arise 
from the most certain convictions, or it will be 
of no avail. ‘The minds of the heathens were 
perplexed and their lives vicious, because their 


religion depended on uncertain speculations. 


‘Lhe idola-| 


are almost as far from the possession of that 
hope; who have never earnestly endeavoured to 
know and practise the means of salvation. 


It is sure, because it springs from pure and 
fervent faith, for ‘‘without faith it is impossible 
to please God.” There may be presumptions 
arising either from visionary views of the sub- 
ject, or from that apathy which is so fatally de- 
lusive; but these are false, and will prove them- 
selves, in the decisive hour, to be totaily wanting 
in security. This hope, likewise, as an anchor 
is steadfast, because it is immoveably fixed on 
that rock, emphatically styled the Rock of ages, 
since all the storms and tempests that have agi- 
tated the ocean of fife have never been able to 
prevail against it- The Redeemer of mankind 
is the rock on which the church ts built, and the 
rock on which the anchor of hope can alone rest 
steadfast and secure. And if he be regarded not 
only as the Son of man, but as Jehovah himself, 
so that we may fervently utter with the psalmist, 
“My hope is in thee;’’ then shall we possess 
that anchor of the soul, which is sure and steaé 
fast—sure, because it springs from faith; asd 
steadfast, because it is fixed upon a rock that 
can never be moved.—Jmp. Mag. 


What is any condition, any employment, un- 
connected with, unsupported, unadorned by re- 
ligion! How wretched a creature is the mere 
citizen of this world, whose views, pursuits, 
and enjoyments, all terminate in time! ‘The 
man who sees not his comforts and his successes 
as coming from the hand of God; and whose 
heart rises not in gratitude to the ziver of all 
good, is a stranger to the choicest ingredient in 
the cup of prosperity. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


MY MOTHER’S LIFE AND DEATH. 


I Jove to look through the past walks of life, 
And note how mercy has protected me, 
In every changeful stage. 


Not long ago, while sitting in my apartment, 
listening to the deep toned moanings of the 
wintry winds and passing tempest, and seeing 
the little snow-banks flit on the caseing of my 
window, my thoughts reverted to the days of 
my childhood; when I used to gaze with plea- 
sure upon the storm beaten forests of Vermont, 
as they undulated and groaned under the in- 
fluence of Boreas’ mighty breath. Nor were 
my thoughts confined here. With recollec- 
tion’s eye, I saw my home, my father, mother, 
brothers, sisters, friends—and all the interesting 
scenes connected with my youth; such as the 
hour of my conversion, the tears of joy my aged 
father shed, and the epithets of praise that broke 
forth from my pious mother’s soul, now over- 
flowing with praise to God. Oh! I thank God, 
for the prayers, the instructions, and guardian- 
ship of pious parents. 


But oh! what’s this that shoots across my mind? 
Why look’st thou, memory, so far behind? 

Why pour ye bitters in the cup of joy— 

Why, why, when bliss begins, that bliss destroy? 


My father is yet alive; but my mother has 
long been food for worms. And, like Pharaoh’s 
chief butler, ‘‘Ido remember my faults this day;’’ 


for my mother requested me, when living, to 
note down some of the particulars of her event- 


But those to whom the scriptures are delivered 
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_ METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ful life, and to publish them when she was gone: 


to fulfil which request, I send you, Mr. Editor, 
the following outlines for insertion in your 
highly interesting paper-— 

I would employ my pen, if I could write, 

As faithful as the feelings that indict. 


Say, in what characters shall | express 
A mother’s loss! whose self was tenderness? 


Mrs. Thomazin Johnson, (my mother’s name, ) 
with her parents, were among those who first 
emigrated from Massachusetts to Vermont, after 
the Revolutionary war. Her first religious im- 
pressions were received when but a child; “which 
followed me, almost continually, until I came 
humbly to the Redeemer’s feet, where, I trust, 
1 found the forgiveness of my sins, when I was 
about seventeen years of age. This I expe- 
rienced,’ she observed, ‘‘before I Jeft Harvard, 
‘her native town,) while under the influence of 
the means of grace, which were conducted by 
the Congregationalists.’’ 


Shortly after marriage, my parents settled 
upon a small farm, on the banks of the Connec- 
ticut river, where they lived in peace, amid the 
pleasures of rural scenery, with a moderate 
competency of the things of this world, until 
about the middle age of life. It was in these 
days that Methodist preachers first came into 
Vermont, “clothed with salvation.” My pa- 
rents attended their ministrations. The word, 
preached ‘‘not in word only,’’ was accompa- 
nied with power to their hearts) My mother 
was aroused from her slumbers, and my father 
began to tremble. His reasoning and unbelief 
no Jonger served for a covering to his soul, and 
he found himself blind and miserable, and in 
despair. For three days and nights, he writhed 
under the anguish of a broken spirit—doomed, 
he feared, by the number and character of his 
crimes, to everlasting destruction. While walk- 
ing one evening in the orchard, a ray of hope 
beamed upon his mind, and excited him to pray; 
he made, what appeared to him, a heaven-daring 
effort; he exclaimed, ‘‘Oh God! I have come 
to be saved: canst thou, wilt thou save me?’ 
“T will; be thou clean,’’ mercy replied; and he 
was ‘made whole from that hour.” 


Shortly after, my mother’s evidence became 
clear, that she was ‘“‘justified by faith.” She had 
great peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. My parents were baptized by immer- 
sion anu received into the fellowship of the M. 
E. Church, From this time my mother went on 
her ‘‘way, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God,”’ 
while both she and my father became deeply in- 
terested, and took active part, in the cause of 
God. Notwithstanding the witness of her ac- 
ceptance, with which my mother was favoured, 
she became convinced, by the strugglings of 
many inward evils, that, though she had victory 
over the power of sin, her heart was still unholy. 
Her language was “J have mourned over my 
unlikeness to the Saviour, and have often felt 
the Spirit drawing me out to pray for full salva- 
tion. Whenever I attempted it, |] felt the spirit 
‘helping my infirmities.’ I was taught to pray 
in a manner, and with a confidence, I never be- 
fore had. My faith increased daily, and every 
day did I sacrifice myself to God: and when I 
was enabled to surrender, unreservedly, and to 
cast myself with unwavering confidence upon 
the ‘exceeding great and precious promises,’ I 
was made a happy partaker of the divine nature, 
to such a degree, asI had never before experienc- 
ed. Iwas completely at the Redeemer’s feet— 
overwielmed in peace, which was like a river— 
with joy that was “full of glory’—and with love 


| 
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which was “sweeter than life, stronger than 
death,” and boundless as the presence of my 
Heavenly Father. | 

Mr. Fletcher speaks of negative and positive 
salvation. Negative, to be emptied, or releas- 
ed, ‘‘from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit;” 
positive, “‘to be filled with all the fulness of 
God.’ I believe this to have been my dear 
mother’s experience. I have often seen her so 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, that her language 
and spirit seemed unearthly. Nor did she al- 
ways have her enjoyments alone. Many are 
living witnesses of her soul-reviving exhorta- 
tions. There was so much heavenly-minded- 
ness indicated in her countenance, and so much 
of the spirit distilled upon the congregation 
while she spoke, that her addresses were listen- 
ed to with pleasure and admiration, by the youth 
as well as those of riper age. | 


My mother! O my mother! thoughts of thee 
Come o'er my spirit, like the dews of heaven 
Upon the fainting flowers. 


Passing over many incidents characteristic of 
her piety and usefulness, J] will relate the pecu- 
liar circumstances attending her death. A short 
time previous to this event, she observed, “I 
shall be with you but a short time; I have been 
given to understand that when [ leave the world 
it will be without a moment’s warning; and I 
therefore feel it to be my duty, to give you all 
my dying charge:” and she continued to speak 
to us collectively, for some time. Never shall 
I forget that evening. We sat as in the silence 
of death, while she continued to speak; and 
our weeping made it appear like the final part- 
ing sceue of friends. Before she closed, she 
addressed us individually. This occurred be- 
fore I gave myself to the work of the ministry; 
and in her remarks to me, she spoke of the 
work that lay before me; and when she charged 
me not 


To shun declaring all God’s holy will 
To dying men, my heart gave way, and 
I was overwhelmed in tears. 

When she was asked of the manner or time, 
of her death, her answer uniformly was the 
same, ‘‘the time is not far distant, and as to the 
manner, I only know that | shall go suddenly.” 
For months previous to her death, she appear- 
ed to look forward to that event, as the tempest- 
beaten mariner looks towards his destined har- 
bor, or as the watchman of a stormy night for 
the dawn of the morning. 

She left home with my father to visit an ac- 
quaintance a few miles from town. While on 
the way she spoke of Jeaving him, and gave di- 
rection concerning the disposal of her proper. 
ty, when she should be deceased. Some busi- 
ness made it necessary for my father to be at 
home. My mother, not wishing to leave the 
family at that time, remained, while he returned. 
Upon her returning, when within a mile of 
home, the wagon, in descending a hill, ran 
against a rock that projected toward the road; 
the axletree was broken off, and the driver was 
thrown with such violence to the earth, as to 
deprive him of existence. Her head, in falling, 
struck against a stump, which made an inci- 
sion into the brain, and when found, she was 
lifeless! 

These were the circumstances relating to the 
death of my mother;—‘‘without a day or an 
hour’s sickness; as she often told us, she 
would never again experience. O! how aggra- 


corpse! ‘‘If she had only died at home,” was 
the language of her children, “then we should 
hardly feel a temptation to repine.”’ 


—But why should I attempt to express what 
beggars all description. 


Since then, description can’t her worth reveal, 
T.et my example speak her virtues still. 


| L. D. JOHNSON. 
West Wareham, Mass. Jan. 20, 1832. 
OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MRS. MARY STINCHCOMB, 


Departed this life on Thursday 5th ult. Mrs. 
Mary Stincheomb, wife of B.C. Stinchcomb, Esq. 
of Baltimore county, and only remaining daugh- 
ter of John Hambleton, Esq. of Frederick coun- 
ty Md. in the thirty fifth year of her age; leav- 
ing an affectionate husband, and an interesting 
family of small children, to lament their irre- 
parable loss. 

Fifteen years ago, the deceased became a 
member of the Methodist E. Church, at the old 
Pipe Creek Chapel, where Methodism was first 
introduced into this country. She continued in 
that church until the spring of 1828, when she, 
with her husband, withdrew, and attached them- 
selves to the Associated Methodist (now Me- 
thodist Protestant) Church, on Reisterstown 
circuit, in which she was a highly esteemed 
member to the day of her death. 

In her last illness, she gave her friends abun- 
dant evidence of her prospects of future happi- 
ness, though she did not manifest any particular 
ecstacy of joy, except a few hours before her 
death; when it was supposed that she was so 
weak as to be unconscious of any thing, she 
sung the hymn commencing with, ‘He dies! the 
friend of sinners’ dies!” Breviousl y, however, 
to this ‘veakness, she was calm, and resigned, 
and perfectly aware of her approaching dissolu- 
tion; and said that for fifteen years she had been 
striving to serve the Lord; that death, in contem- 
plation, had always been a terror to her, but 
that she found it not half so much so as she had 
feared. In relation to her children, she enjoin- 
ed it upon her husband to make them read the 
Bible, and bring them up in the “fear and admo- 
nition of the Lord.’ From her manner of liv- 
ing, and the composedness in which she met the 
King of terrors, we have no doubt, that she now 
enjoys that “rest, that remains for the people of 
God.” 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MRS. ELIZABETH SUMMERS. 


Departed this lifeon the 13th day of Novem- 
ber last, in the 70th year of her age, Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Summers, consort of Mr. Simon Sum- 
mers, of Alexandria, D. C. Mrs. Summers 
had lived nearly fifty one years in the endearing 
relation of wife; and had been a worthy mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church more 
than forty-five years. She was much attached 
to all pious persons; and particularly kind and 
attentive to all ministers of the gospel. She 
had Jong been afflicted, and had_ patiently 
submitted to the will of her heavenly Father. 
When the summons came, she died in peace, 
having, through the Divine Redeemer, a hope of 
life eternal. Her aged husband, by this dispen- 
sation of providence, sustains a very heavy loss; 
but he is consoled by the reflection that she is 
in heaven, and that, by the grace of God, he is 
permitted to hope, that when his few remaining 


vating to my bereaved and almost distracted) days are numbered, he too shall rest there, with 


father, to see the companion of his life, whom 
he had Jeft in health, brought home a lifeless 


her in peace forever. 1, 


January, 19th 1882. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—The following beautiful lines I received 
a few days since from a sister. Their poetic merit, and 
the spirit of piety which they breathe, justly entitle 
them, in my opinion, to a place inthe “Protestant.” By 
giving them an insertion, you will much oblige, yours 
truly, VERNON. 


“They shall mount up with wings as eagles *—Isa. 40. 31. 


Exulting and bright on his broad glossy wing, 
The Eagle is piercing the mists of the morn, 

And from his dark plumage is hast’ning to fling 
The dew drops that sparkle as upward he’s borne. 


Beneath him the waves of the ocean are foaming, 
And dash on the cliffs that rise stern o’er the deep; 
And through the gray heav’ns the Sirocco is moaning 
As the sigh of that bosom that knows not to weep! 


But he heeds not the storms,though they wildly contend, 
While beyond sleeps a region all splendour and peace; 
The dark gilded vapors serve only to lend, 

A fresh halo to glories that never decrease. 


He revels in sunbeams! and from the proud height 
Looks down on the valley enshrouded in gloom,— 
How faded its beauties appear to the sight! 

Like tinsel that gleams ’mid the dust of the tomb. 


’Tis thus that ’mid tumult, and darkness, and wo, 

On th’ pinions of Faith the believer can rise— 

Forget this cold world in eternity’s glow, 

And dauntless pursue his bright path through the skies. 


Oh! calm is the sunshine that rests on his soul, 

The day-star of Hope—the sweet dawning of Peace; 
In sorrow and suffering his heart to console, 

With the pledge of a glory that never shall cease. 


A. W. M. 
Abingdon, 7th January, 1832. 


From the Maryland Gazelte. 
ELEGIAC LINES ON THE DEATH OF MISS E. Cc. G** **, 


“Death always loves a signal mark”—the youthful for 
his prey 

The weary and the wretched call—he passeth on his way, 

He heeds them not, he knows too well he would be wel- 
come there, 

He’d rather be th’ unbidden guest, among the bright 
and fair— 

‘When pleasure’s cup is sparkling bright, and hearts are 
bounding high,— 

And every seene is beautiful, and brilliant to the eye; 


Death steals in atthe banquet—he culls the sweetest 


flower— 
And youth and health alike must bow to his unsparing 
power! | 


Oh, there is now no potent spell, from his embrace to 
save; 

Or she, we now se sadly mourn, had ’scaped an early 
grave. 

For she bet bright and beautiful—a dear and treasur’d 
c 

*T was joy te gaze upon that brow, so innocent and mild. 

But \now the fair and worshipp’d one reposes in the 


‘ tomb, 
Oh! what shall fill the void she’s left, or what disperse 
the gloom! 
The gospel breathes submission calm—from useless grief 
refrain: 
She’d — exchange seraphic bliss, for aught of earth 
fa ys ce the stern decree—God called his chos- 
e: 
The stricken heart should lowly bow—his hallowed will 
be done! 


NT. 


METHODIST “PROTESTA 


Then mourn fot as of hope bereft-she dwells in glory 


now | 
And bright the halo virtue sheds around her beauteous 
brow; 
And would ye share her happy lot—ye friends she loved 
so welJ— 
Oh let not earth’s attractions win—oh break the worth- 
less spell! 
Your onward course in virtue’s path, let nothing now 
deter— 
Your faithful friend has ‘passed the bourne,’ prepare 


and follow her. 
GERTRUDE. 


| 


INTELLIGENCE, 


Transportation on the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road. 
The following were the Arrivals and Departures for 
the past week:— 
ARRIVED. 


393 Passengers. 
74 tons 


Flour, 5782 barrels | Granite, 
Wood, 83 tons Nails, 66 kegs 
Bark, 12 do. Shorts, 150 bags 
Pig Iron, 9 do. Rye, 85 do 
Pig Lead, 4 do. Wheat, 46 do. 
DEPARTED. 


326 Passengers. 
296 Cars-—with Lumber—-Coal—-Iron—-Brick-— 
Groceries—Plaister— Furniture, &c. 


CONGRESS. 


In the Senate, the nomination of Mr. Van Buren, as 
Minister to England, has been rejected by the casting 
vote of the Vice President. Only two members absent. 
The injunction of secrecy is removed, and the debate 
will be published. 

Resolutions have been offered, giving instructions 
with regard to modify the re-charter of the United 
States Bank. A memorial was offered from certain 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying for a new bank, to 
take the place of the old one, with a capital of 50 mil- 
lions, half to be owned by the United States, and the 
rest only by citizens; the whole to pay a tax of one per 
cent. to the Government. The Memorial was ordered 
to be printed, with the names of petitioners. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 


There was an arrival early in the week; but it relat- 
ed almost wholly to disturbances In Lyons, where such 
events are now takin 
the bloody and horrible scenes of the Revolution.— 
Liberty, without intelligence and virtue, is only another 
name for assassination, violence and anarchy. 


POLAND. 

The concluding paragraph of an Address to the 

Poles, by the Polish Refugees in England and France, 
the number of whom is said to be frum 30 to 40,000, 
is as follows:— 
‘*Poles! let us leave that wretched country, now no 
more our own, though soaked with the best blood of 
her defenders—let us leave Europe, a heartless specta- 
tor of our struggle and our despair. America is the 
only country worthy of affording an asylum to men who 
have sacrificed every thing for freedom;—there Poland 
will be enshrined in our hearts, and Heaven will per- 
haps bless our devotion.”’ 


NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Capt. Shreve has been severil years employed in 
clearing away the snags, &c. that obstruct the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi and other rivers at the West. 
During the past year, he has removed 2,265 snags from 
the bed of the Mississippi; and since he has been in 
this employment, he lias cut two channels, so as to turn 
the whole current of the river, and shorten its length 
nearly fifty miles. And all this has been done by steam 
power. From the bottom of the Ohio, log's, roots, &c. 
have been taker in numbers almost beyond credibility. 


The Albany Argus has notices for rail roads in va- 
rious directions in New York state, the capitals of 
which, if acts of incorporation are granted by the leyis- 
lature, will amount to more than ¢hirly millions of dol- 
lars! One of the most magnificent in contemplation, 
is from the Hudson to Lake Erie. 


Central America—a Col. Domiguez was at the head of 
the new party. 


place, as strongly remind us of 


BUSINES:3 DEPARTMENT. 


Remittances in advance .for this paper, reecived end thank- 
fully acknowledged by the publisher, from the following 
persons, viz:— 

By J. French, fur Rev. 1"dward Hardy. John Consta- 
ble, T. Russell. By Theron W. Newman, for himself, 
John Taylor, Jas. ®. Tennille, Burkir Newman, and 
William Lanham? Bv E Tucker, for Stephen H. Tuck- 
er, and Robert Tucker. By L- D. Johnson, for Rufus 
Hathaway. By Josiah Varden, for William Nabb, T. 
Melvin, N.O. Smith, R. Chamwers, and Dr. J. H B. 
Emory, $1. By P. M. Pearson, for himself, J. B. Fergu- 
son, William Speider, Joseph Radcliff, George Collard, 
William Aiken, George W. Grant, George H. Grant, 
Thomas Wheat, and Richard Hinton. By Daniel Gib- 
bons, for Samuel Kimble, Henry Warcer, William Wil- 
liamson, Jacob Switzer, and John Lavantz. 


Remittances on account of First Volume—-reccived from the 
following persons, viz: 
By J. French, for R. C. Jennings, for 1831 1832. By 


‘David Patterson, for Dr. David Price, for do. do. Joseph. 


Walker, fordo. do. By Josiah Varden, for F. Ariott,, 
and P. Skinner, for do. do. J. D. Howell, for do do. J.S.. 
Easterling, for do. do. By J. A. Russell, for Theophilus 
Norwood, and Elisha Smith. John Lee. By J. Varden, 
for R. Chambers, jr. 


Reeeipts for Books—gratefully recorded. 


J. French, ee $43 
William Bamber, - - - - 5 
William Morgan, - 5 
J. A. Russell, - - - - . 5 


LETTERS RECEIVED. 


John French, D. B. Dorsey, Gideon Davis, J. Flem- 
ming, William Bamber, C. R. Hynson, T. Graham, Asa 
Shinn, James Patterson, Joseph Walker, W. Morgan, J. 
Constable, M. Morton, L. F. Cosby, T. H. Newman, T. 
H. Pierson, James Chambers, FE. Tucker, senior, 
(with a list of new subscribers,) L. D. Johnson, (do.) 
Ira A. Easter, D & C. Landreth, P.M. Pearson, Josiah 
Varden, (with a list of new subscribers,) W. S. Stock- 
ton, N. Taylor, Merrit Munson, J. D. Howell, Thomas 
Spragen, (with a list of new subscribers,) K. S. Crop- 
per, John A. Russell, (yes.) J.L. E. Easterling, John 
Lee, S. Goodwin, J. Ferguson, Gamaliel Bailey, (yes.) 
Alexander M‘Laughlin, Levin Moreland, D. E. Reese, 
sen., Augustus Webster. 


8 Our friends and brethren are informed, that a 
general assortment of Messrs. Landreths’ celebrated 
GARDEN SEEDS is received by Joun J. Harrop, 
who is their sole Agent in the city of Baltimore, which 
he sells at the proprietor’s prices, for cash only. Orders 
will be filled promptly, and in parcels to suit all de- 
mands. Catalogues furnished at 124 cents. 


JOHN J. HARROD, 
HAS JUST RECEIVED, 


The Rev. Asa Shinn’s Essay on the Plan of Salvation,. 
in which the general kinds of evidence are examined 
and applied to the interesting doctrine of Redemption 
in its relation to the government and moral attributes of 
the Deity; second edition, abridged and revised, in one 
volume, 8 vo. 328 pages—price $1 50. 

John J. Harrod has just published. 

The Life of Col. James Gardiner, by Dr. Philip Dod- 
dridge. This is a work which is in high repute amongst 
the more elevated part of the Christian public of all de- 


nominations, and cannot fail to interest every pious and 
intelligent reader—retail, 50 cts. 
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TERMS. 
Three Dollars for the year’s subscription if paid at the 
close of the present year. 


Two Dollars will be expected of all who pay at the 
time of ordering the paper, and will entitle the subscrib- 
er to receive the paper for the entire year. All new 
subscribers are required to pay at the time of subscribing. 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents will entitle the present 
subscribers to the paper for the year, if paid before the 


first day of July, next.—Fifteen Dollars remitted for 
| new subscribers in advance, will entitle the person re- 


mitting to one copy gratis for the year. 


Another revolution appears to have taken place in ) 
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